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2021 Principal Report

Throughout 2021 the power and strength of the school as an inclusive community continued to
be evident. In and through the ongoing collective respect and responsibility of staff and parents
working in partnership ensured our students remained healthy, mentally well and fully
connected and engaged in learning. The result is a whole school community enabling each other
to shine.

Remote flexible learning featured for almost one full semester of learning in the 2021 school
year. Despite the challenges of communicating and working through online earning platforms
our students demonstrated intrinsic resilience, confidence and capabilities to engage and
succeed. Growth in student learning outcomes in all areas of the curriculum is a direct result of
teachers and parents working together to provide the environment conducive to achievement
and success. Despite the challenges, Remote Flexible learning at home has enabled and
empowered families to develop a deeper understanding of the learning process, knowledge of
curriculum and high impact teaching strategies. Families also had the opportunity to celebrate
the learning achievements and highlights on a daily basis. Digital Technology skills have also
been learned and developed thus enabling parents to have a stronger connection to the practice
of contemporary learning and the capabilities of a successful learner.

Throughout the year, regardless of the situation the school community found ways to stay
connected. Our Trivia Family Fun night provided lots of family fun and entertainment and the
Learning Showcases and Learning Conversations supported the children to share their learning
using the SeeSaw Application. Our St Pius X Parents and Friends created online communication
platforms to support each other as well as developing online fundraising sites to mark the main
calendar events such as Father’s Day.

The Return to School in October, after many sudden and prolonged lockdowns, has been a
delightful gift, allowing the school community to reconnect and the children to settle back into
the joy of school life on a daily basis. The staff have continued to be attentive to the wellbeing of
each and every child to feel safe and secure by providing inclusive classroom programs. Play has
been central to the successful transition back to school allowing the children time with
classmates and teachers as well as the child feeling comfortable with the routines of
communicating and learning face to face. I extend my gratitude to our families who have been
committed to ensuring the ease and safe return to school, by collectively keeping to the health
practices of a regulated environment to protect the learning, development and growth of the
children. The return to school also allowed the celebration of the Sacraments for children in
Year 3.4,5 & 6. The new classrooms and outdoor learning spaces especially the Community
Garden have been well utilised and enjoyed by all. The introduction of Nature Play has been a
great success with the Prep and Year 1 children interacting with the environment through
scientific exploration and discovery learning activating imagination, wonder and awe.

In 2022 we plan to extend our P-6 Environmental Sustainability Program, further embedding
our Food Web Permaculture Education & Garden Cooking program and Nature Play thus
providing the conditions for motivated, empowered and adaptable learners who have a strong
sense of self, purpose and integrity. The explicit teaching and learning experiences will promote
holistic development for lifelong success.
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While the school itself is under the control of the new board there is a School
Advisory Board made up of St Pius X parents, Mrs Gomez, teachers and myself,
making sure that the interests of the school and community’s interests are being
mel. Apart from the school buildings and playgrounds / areas surrounding the
buildings, much of the remaining property is shared space between school and
parish. -
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The children in Foundat|on and Year 1 have been loving Bush.
School, and have made great gains in the areas above. Our
vision is to develop the program further to include the older
children at the school, and to equip them with the skills and
desire to become environmental stewards of the future.



Nature Play

We have been so fortunate to have the support and partnership from7__i'_:'.....
local organisations, including the Darebin Creek Management__,'.h,;'..,
.Committee and Occupational Therapy students from La" Trobe__‘f;'---
University. We welcome visits from anyone who is mterested lh_--;_
implementing a similar program. Come and see our self-dlrected_-'._f-,._q.-
learners in action! 7%

Here are some quotes from our Foundation and Year 1 students about Bush
School: '

“l like Bush School because we get to stay outside and enjoy the fresh air.
There are so many activities we get to do outside, like reading outdoors,
picking strawberries and climbing trees.”

- Stella

“l like Bush School because we get to make things in the sandpit and the.
mud kitchen. Once we made a mud spa and pamted our teachers arms with =
mud!” A T e :
Savannah G

“In Bush School we learned about “no plck no Ilck Th&s |s because we mlght

not know which plants are poisonous or safe to eat. Also |f we take too: much
from the plants they WOn 't be able to grow.” : A : AT 7y

~ Bastiah i 3 e Ay AT

“ like Bush School because we get to make new frlends in the Montessorl
classes. We also get to see cool insects like dragonflies.”

- Farrah

“I like Bush 'Sch_ooll 'because we get to play families and use our imaginations.”
-Rowan -~ ity

‘I like Bush School because we have more time to play and learn. At Bush
School we learn to respect nature and look after nature. We learn to identify
which plants are safe to eat and which ones are not.”

e Evan i

“At Bush School we get to make our bodies stronger by running jumping,
climbing, balancmg rolling down the hill, spinning and swinging.”
¢ Ryland
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- 2022 Engage & Learn -

The St Pius X School community engages and learns
through explicit, purposeful and innovative teaching
practices, to effectively contribute with an authentic

voice as an active global citizen taking personal
responsibility acting with honesty, courtesy and
Jairness in response to the demands of our world.

Our P-6 Environmental Sustainability Program: Food
Web Permaculture Fducation & Garden Cooking
Program along with Nature Play provides the
conditions for motivated, empowered and adaptable

s who have a strong sense of self, purpose and
‘e holisti elopment for lifelong



