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dare
With another year almost at an end I want  
to say how proud I am of the staff, children 
and parents of St Pius X Primary School. 
As pastor of the parish including the school 
community I thank God every day for the 
graces and blessings afforded the community 
in allowing its’ members to shine. 

As the School Motto indicates “Together  
we shine”, communities do not rely on any  
one individual but on many people to  
share the responsibilities of building  
and contributing to places where  
we want to belong, be part  
of and places where we  
want to send our  
children. Along with 
the responsibilities we 
share great rewards, 
the happiness and  
contentment of 
children, their parents 
and staff. 

I have just celebrated 
my tenth year at St Pius 
X Parish, and there is a great 
opportunity to share some of 
my thoughts about the school  
community, where it has been,  
where it is in the present and where  
I see it into the future. 

There is a tendency to judge ones  
circumstances in the present. It is important 
however to understand how we got where  
we are. We are a small school population.  
We celebrate the great successes the school 
community has achieved, the wonderful 
learning and teaching, the well-being of  
our children, parents and staff. 

There are of course many challenges for  
all stakeholders; the staff multi-task and  
while that is never easy they do so with great 
joy and understanding. We have dedicated 
parents who give their time and talents not 
only to their own children but to all the  
children within the School Community.  
It is our children, their nows and their futures 
that we are working for. 

With communities there are people leaving 
and others arriving. That is not without a 
sense of loss but that is as it should be.  
Year 6 students moving on to secondary 
school, their parents leaving along with their 
children; staff moving on to jobs elsewhere.  
Sally Tan – a Learning Support Officer for  
a number of years – has moved to a school 
closer to home.  

Moves are painful, not only for the people 
moving but also for those they are leaving. 
However with change there is opportunity  
for renewal. New teachers came this year  
– Laura Mansour, Year 3/4; Christine Reed,  
Year 5/6; Carol Ambesi and Patrizia  
Battagliotti as Learning Support Officers. 

We have a wonderful group of volunteers  
who give their time to help staff with the 
teaching, learning and well-being of our 
children. Sharmaine Perera is working with our 

Montessori Class along with Julie Zaar 
and Gillian Abraham. Rachel Jordan 

one of our mothers, not only 
chairs the Parents and Friends 

Committee but this year  
is running the Playgroup.  
This year the Breakfast 
Club celebrated 10 years 
in providing breakfast  
for our children on  
Tuesday and Thursday 

mornings. Parishioners  
have volunteered their time  

and talents to provide this 
wonderful service. 

The Catholicity of the school is  
fundamental to what we do and who we are. 
Our Catholic Identity is, and should be, part of 
our DNA. With Julie Zaar our RE Coordinator, 
in collaboration with the class teachers, the 
children learn what it means to be Christian 
and Catholic. We celebrate Liturgy on a 
regular basis – class masses, whole school 
masses, feast days. This year, a number of 
children made their First Reconciliation and 
Holy Communion. Guided by the principles of 
our Christian Faith, the children are involved 
in social issues. 

As always, gratitude is an important virtue 
and I want to thank Mrs Barbara Gomez,  
our School Principal, for her leadership and  
example; to the School Leadership Team,  
and to Mrs Efi Cioccio, our School Secretary. 

We are living in challenging times.  
Demographics in the area are changing  
and enrolments are reflecting that change. 
With your help we can continue to be  
a significant presence in Heidelberg West. 
Please spread the word about what  
St Pius X Primary School does, and can offer. 

With every blessing, prayer and good wish. 

Yours in Christ

St Pius X Catholic  
Primary School
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dare

We continue to successfully lift the learning to 
new and exciting heights through empowering 
students to take every opportunity to lead the 
learning and use and understand the power  
of the language of learning.

St Pius X is a Family Engagement in Learning 
School. We work in collaboration with  
parents/carers to engage in their children’s 
learning with regular opportunities for  
community conversations about Learning & 
Teaching. The most powerful support a parent 
can give their child is to be an active partner 
with them in their learning. By taking the time 
and interest in what they are learning and  
striving to achieve, it shows them you care  
and encourages and strengthens them to  
be the best they can be.

Celebrating success together is a powerful 
experience that builds confidence, supports  
a ‘can do attitude’ and develops resilient  
learners who continue to strive and flourish. 
The St Pius X teaching staff are very  
experienced and skilled in working together  
to maximise the progress of students learning 
with children being assessed and specific 
programs being implemented to target and 
support individual needs. The students  
continue to shine as they face ownership  
of their learning and demonstrate the ability  
to be leaders in building our learning  
community. Throughout the year, students 
have led learning presentations in collaboration 
with teachers on the language of learning ,  
focusing on the learning process for  
improvement through goal setting,  
and developing a growth mindset.

The children across all year levels led learning 
conversations with their family about the 
learning process and used digital learning  
portfolios to celebrate achievements,  
set learning goals, and show evidence  

of growth and improvement, which is used  
by the student in Learning Conversations  
and Reporting mid-year and end of year.

We are proud of our achievements to date  
and the fact that The University of Melbourne  
has acknowledged and recognised  
the strategic improvement of  
St Pius X. A key element  
of the strategic  
improvement is the 
dedication of the  
staff to professional 
learning and  
development of  
pedagogical practice, 
to thus ensure our  
children have the very 
best in all aspects  
of learning and  
development. There is a large 
body of research now that shows it 
is the teacher who has the biggest impact  
on student learning. The staff have been  
very excited to have begun the three-year  
partnership with University of Melbourne 
Network of Schools (UMNOS). 

St Pius X will be working in collaboration with 
university staff, researchers and educational 
consultants, as well as networking with  
Principals and teachers in the Primary and  
Secondary sector from Government, Catholic 
and Independent School system. The main 
focus of UMNOS is to develop the capacity  
of schools to be high performing schools  
sustaining the optimal levels of growth  
and improvement for student learning and  
outcomes, through collaborative partnerships 
that develop high impact educational  
leadership and teaching practice. St Pius X 
is making an explicit commitment through 
UMNOS to improving the school  

capacity for engaging and empowering  
students as highly capable leaders. 

Two Learning Success Leaders have been  
appointed to build a culture of high  
expectations, transparency and rigour, and 
drive a clear, shared instructional focus,  

utilising assessment and feedback and 
analysing evidence, to deepen teacher 

knowledge, skills and capabilities. 
This is achieved through  

the strategic use of data.  
The Success Leaders work  
extensively with the  
Melbourne University ICT  
Data Team using Naplan data 
to create Data Dashboards.  

The Dashboards show the 
growth of cohorts of students  

as well as individual students and 
thus is a measure of the effect size  

the teaching has on the students learning.  
This is a valuable way of ensuring the teaching 
is at the point of proximal development for 
every student. Enabling students to be  
performing at their optimal level for growth 
and sustained improvement in learning.  
The use of these tools will drive our  
professional learning as we strategically focus 
on the teaching performance to deliver the 
most effective strategies for student outcomes. 
A Google+ community is being set up to share 
the UMNOS learning journey with our parents.

As a school we strive to have a ‘be attitude’, 
and take time to think about what our attitude 
to learning should be. We will certainly shine 
together as a community when we have  
a positive attitude and a growth mindset. 

This is the greatest gift and learning we can 
give to our children for their development, 
wellbeing and life-long happiness.
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There is an exciting momentum at St Pius X as we continue together on our journey of building a learning community. In 2017 we set the goal:

DARE TO DREAM. DARING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE AT EVERY LEVEL, NURTURING AND SUPPORTING  
THE HEALTH, DEVELOPMENT, LEARNING AND WELLBEING OF EACH CHILD.

BARBARA GOMEZ
PRINCIPAL
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CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS

The celebration of the Sacraments has  
been a highpoint in our 2017 calendar. 

A number of our children received the  
Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist 
for the first time. 

The children participated in a two day 
retreat with the time to reflect and pray,  
to celebrate Mass and to work with hands-on 
materials about the Bible and the Liturgy.

A favoured response for the children is  
to use watercolour paints to make prayer 
cards. It is a way of expressing their own  
personal connection with God. The Retreat 
lead into their receiving the forgiving and 
healing power of God in Reconciliation and 
the joy of receiving and being nourished  
by Jesus truly present in the Eucharist. 

It was also the Feast of the Transfiguration 
where we recall how the disciples literally 
saw Jesus in a new light. 

We pray that our children will continue to 
receive and enjoy the transforming power  
of God at work within them and around 
them as they shine with the light of Jesus.

DARE TO LIVE GOD’S DREAM

The Caritas Australia – Social Teaching  
stories throughout the Season of Lent,  
gave the children a small insight into the 
lives of others and the central needs we  
all have for health, wellbeing and happiness. 
There have been strong messages: the  
importance of gratitude for what we have 
and what we are given, the importance of 
an education to enable and empower  
bright futures and the responsibility we  
have to each other to work together for  
the common good of all, the importance  
of families nurturing and supporting  
each other, and the awesome power  
of communities. 

Our St Pius X Parish School community 
is certainly working together to ensure 
brighter futures for our children, providing 
a welcoming, safe and happy environment 
that embraces diversity and encourages 
everyone to flourish. 

REFLECTIONS FOR HOLY WEEK

Excursion to The Way of the 
Cross, Bacchus Marsh

Monday 27 March, for our Holy Week 
Reflection as a whole school community, 
we travelled to Bacchus Marsh to see  
the life-sized Stations of the Cross.  
We walked the Way of the Cross and 
enjoyed the day together.

“Wow! What a memorable experience  
for the children, teachers and parents  
who walked the Stations of the Cross,  
up a very big hill. Often the experiences  
of the natural world are what evokes the  
best memories, and I am sure the wind  
experienced on the walk and the giant 
statues will certainly be something  
the children will remember.”

ALLELUIA – THE EASTER MESSAGE 
OF NEW LIFE FOR ALL

St Pius X shines brightly as we work  
together to be the best we can be.  
As Easter people, we are full of light, love 
and hope. Our Easter celebrations were 
full our fun and excitement. The children 
dug up the Alleluia Banner, celebrating 
the Light of Christ as a whole school with 
their family. Easter fun followed with 
everyone enjoying our traditional Easter 
activities with novelty races and an  
Easter egg hunt. 
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CELEBRATING WORLD  
COMPLIMENT DAY ON MARCH 1

“The Most Positive Day in the World”.

World Compliment Day is inclusive to  
all people. Its purpose is to “address the 
basic human need for recognition and  
appreciation”. Compliments are a very  
powerful gift that can easily be given  
and received and a simple, genuine  
compliment can brighten someone’s spirit. 
We certainly had lots of fun giving and 
receiving compliments and what a great  
way to begin our Lenten journey together  
as a community. 

Such positive behaviour created by giving 
compliments, however, should not be limited 
to one day alone! So at St Pius X we make it 
a habit, to be kind to one another everyday 
and to give a thumbs up to creating a happy 
and positive school environment for all. 

Our children wrote a Compliment song  
a number of years ago, which was included  
on the Kids Thrive CD launched in 2016. 
They know very well the power a  
compliment can make to the relationships 
we have with each other. 

I’ll give you a compliment, you give me one 
too, too, too! It makes us feel really great,  
So I hope we do, do, do!
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PARISHIONERS

Thank you to the St Pius X Parishioners  
who continue to support the school in  
so many ways. Every gesture is very much 
appreciated and the children are so lucky  
to have such committed people (in their  
senior years) still taking responsibility  
to ensure they are well cared for. 

St Pius X is fully embraced by a living  
Christian parish which is a wonderful gift  
to our school community.

VALUES AND VIRTUES

Living our lives by values and virtues is  
an integral part of school life at St Pius X,  
this forms part of our Catholic Identity. 
Integrity is an example of one such value. 
A person with integrity does what they say 
they will do in accordance with their values 
and beliefs and does the right thing in all 
circumstances even if no one is watching. 

In our school song we hear the words  
“ ... wisdom, kindness, love and care.  
Remember Jesus, remember what’s fair.” 
These words remind us of St Pius X and 
remind us that as a community of staff, 
students and families, that being people  
of integrity means living by these values  
and beliefs. This can be a challenge, but  
a challenge worth striving toward.

MINI VINNIES 
St Vincent De Paul Society  
of Victoria

Thank you to Felicity Walter, the Vinnies 
Mission and Social Justice Coordinator for 
Primary Schools in supporting the setup of 
the St Pius X Mini Vinnies group with the 
children in Years 2-6. 

The purpose of Mini Vinnies in Catholic 
schools is to educate young people in living 
out the Catholic Social Teaching principle  
of Stewardship. 

Thank you to Di Dixon our local Vinnies 
President and her team, who continue  
to support and care for the learning and  
development of our children.

SOCIAL ACTION
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PREP / FOUNDATION

We have had an exciting and  

productive time in our first year  

at St Pius X Primary School. It has  

been a very busy year in the classroom 

– learning to read, write and count.

Father Wayne taught us about Jesus 

and the church, and we also thank  

our Year 5/6 Buddies, who helped us 

along our journey. We also loved going 

to the Atrium, where Miss Julie taught 

us about many stories in the Bible.

During the year we have had some  

great experiences such as our excursion 

to Como House, where we got involved 

in hands-on activities based on historic 

household chores and games.

We were fortunate to have been 

involved in some many extra-curricula 

activities, such as yoga and skipping  

in our sports program. We especially 

loved gardening and cooking with  

Bella, as we got to eat the food we  

grew and cooked!

We have almost mastered Italian with 

Signora Zapone and loved every lesson 

with her on Fridays, especially listening 

to the Pinocchio story. Visiting the  

Life Education Van was another  

highlight as well as our weekly sessions 

of Visual and Performing Arts.

We now look forward to continuing 

our learning journey at St Pius X  

Primary School in Year 1, where we 

will continue to shine!

Carmel Barro

Eamon

“I like doing sport  
every Thursday  

at school.”

Hamish

“I enjoyed  
going to the  

Arty Farty Parade.”

“I like to paint  
in art class.”

Danny

“I enjoyed  
going to  

athletics.”

Lyon

“I liked walking  
on the mountain.”

Georgia

“I enjoyed  
going to the  
Stations of  
the Cross.”

Keedan

“This term,  
I liked the  

movie night.”

Lily

“I enjoyed using  
computers in the atrium.”

Leilani

“I like running 
sports.”

Havani

“I liked playing  
on the slide at the  

Year 1/2 family  
film night.”

Olaf

“I enjoyed  
playing football  

in sport.”

Manjot

“I like  
gardening at  
my school.”

Avi

YEAR 1/2
We have had an amazing year in  
Year 1/2. We have spent our time  learning many new and interesting things and focusing on improving how we  learn. The students have taken more responsibility for their own learning and have enjoyed sharing this learning with their families through our Seesaw App  and Learning Conversations.

Emma Paterson

WHAT WE HAVE ENJOYED LEARNING ABOUT THIS YEAR?
“I have enjoyed learning about time in maths. We learned how to tell half  past and o’clock on a digital and  

analogue clock.”
Jenny

“I enjoyed doing lots of fun activities especially in maths like counting  collections and skip counting.”
Cidnee

“I’ve enjoyed learning about countries. I learned about the Blue Mountains. We have also been learning about different coding programs with the Bee Bots.”
Abbey 

“I enjoyed learning about the Olga’s and writing interesting information. We also made a fruit caterpillar after we read the very hungry caterpillar. I’m proud of  myself because I can read long sentences. If I don’t know a word I think about what it says, look at the picture and use the letters to sound it out.”
Marcus

“I enjoyed learning about wombats.  We wrote a information report to  describe an animal.”
John

“On our Como House excursion we learned about the olden days and the family that lived in the old house.”
Benjamin

our children are
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YEAR 3/4

This year Year 3/4 have been doing  

lots of exciting learning! We have been 

trying our best to extend our learning  

and become independent learners. 

Being an independent learner means  

that we are able to stay on task and try  

to solve problems by ourselves instead  

of always asking a teacher.

In Literacy we have enjoyed learning  

how to be journalists, watched Behind  

the News to learn about current events 

and learnt the features of fiction and  

non-fiction texts. We have learnt new 

concepts in Maths like fractions, volume 

and capacity and how to tell the time.

In Inquiry we have researched the history 

of different countries including Australia, 

learnt to read maps and researched  

why rivers are important sources of life.

Some highlights from this year have  

included: going on an excursion to the 

State Library, Water testing and looking  

at plants at Darebin Creek, Gardening 

with Bella, sport lessons, KiC’Arts  

(Kids as Catalyst Arts with Kids Thrive),  

Sacraments and Tournament of Minds.

Laura Mansour

YEAR 5/6
Throughout 2017 the Year 5/6 students 
have welcomed many new people into 
their lives.

Firstly we welcomed Luca and Deepak 
into our class and Miss Christine Reed  
as the new classroom teacher in Term 2.  
As a group, we have engaged thoroughly 
in our learning and tried to develop a 
positive approach to learning and  
collaborating.

We continued to develop our leadership 
skills in many ways; by the way we 
conduct ourselves within the school, 
by taking on responsibilities around the 
school such as organising and running 
assemblies, caring for the chickens and 
by our weekly interactions with our prep 
Buddies. We try to remember that other 
students and community members look 
to us as role models and therefore we 
try to always do our best. We were lucky 
enough to represent the school as leaders 
at the annual St. Patrick’s Day Mass at  
the St. Patrick’s Cathedral, East Melbourne.

We have learnt a lot by going out into  
the field and exploring, then using the  
information we have learnt back in the  
classroom. We visited the State Library  
to listen to Gabriel Evans, an illustrator  
of children’s books such as Roses are Blue.

Peter, from the Darebin Creek  
Management Committee, visited to tell  
us about the story of the Catchment Area 
of the Darebin Creek and how we can  
help to protect this unique environment. 
This incursion was followed up by a visit 
to the creek where we tested the water 
quality using a number of tests and  
different measuring devices.

This work tied in very nicely with the 
work we have since started through  
the KiC’Arts program, which we do in  
partnership with Kids Thrive. We are  
using the Arts to promote community 
awareness of issues of concern to us  
as citizens, namely, inclusion; diversity 
and the environment. 

We look forward to sharing our learning  
and artworks at the Banyule Community 
Health Space.

Christine Reed

ITALIAN
Ciao! Students engage in Italian classes 

with enthusiasm. Our new Prep students 

began the year learning about Pinocchio’s 

adventures. They are also know how to  

introduce themselves in Italian, count and 

to use simple expressions and greetings. 

Students in Year 1/2 practised their  

oral language using greetings, expressions  

and introductions. Students in Years 3/4 

and 5/6 participated in conversations 

asking and answering questions in  

Italian, focussing on correct structure,  

pronunciation and understanding.  

Well done everyone! A Presto! 

Signora Zappone

PERFORMING ARTS
What a blast! 2017 has been an exciting 
year in Performing Arts. The students 
performing and playing skills have really 
developed this year. Students in Years 3 
to 6 have greatly improved their playing 
of the recorder and have been introduced 
to the ukulele. Two dedicated students 
in Year 5/6, Caitlyn and Jayde, have even 
learned to play the Australian National 
Anthem and our St Pius X school song,  
We lift each other up to reach our dreams, 
on the ukulele, which are regularly sung  
at assembly.

Well done to those students who  
participated in the various choir events in 
Term 2, namely The Boite Schools Chorus 
and Freedom Choir Festival. Both events 
challenged the students’ performance 
and music reading skills and were much 
enjoyed by students and teachers alike! 
The students were given the opportunity 
to sing in a mass choir lead by two  
professional choir conductors and receive 
valuable feedback on their performance. 
I encourage and look forward to other 
students participating next year.
In Term 3, the Year 5/6 students enjoyed 
planning, practising and performing the 
Aboriginal Dreamtime play, Tiddalik the 
Frog, to other grades. Continuing, with  
our theme of Aboriginal culture, students  
in Year 3/4 created body sculptures  
to accompany a picture book about  
the rainbow serpent. They particularly,  
enjoyed creating and performing their 
own ending to the story at assembly.  
In Years Prep to 2, students have  
enjoyed singing songs in various styles,  
to consolidate their understanding of 
pitch, beat, rhythm and dynamics.
After-school music lessons in keyboard  
and guitar commenced this year, run  
by the Primary Music Institute and have  
been thoroughly enjoyed by the students.  
I encourage more students to enrol in  
lessons next year. 

Fiona Markham 
Performing Arts teacher
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CATHOLIC ART SHOW

2017 has seen St Pius X Primary School  
establish itself as a Learning Community. 
The core business of the teachers at our 
school is to create an environment in which 
students learn and thrive. And thrive they 
have! Our NAPLAN results highlight the high 
expectations we have for all our students 
and the high level of growth we as a school 
have worked hard to achieve. These results 
are not accidental. For the past five years, 
St Pius X Primary School has had a focus on 
raising the bar, ensuring that all students 
are being supported in their learning and 
are being challenged to excel. The explicit 
approach to learning and teaching means 
there has been significant growth in literacy 
and numeracy. This is largely due to the 
dedicated teaching staff who recognise the 
importance of student learning, but also 
model how important learning is by being 
learners themselves.

We are a learning community: our families 
have been encouraged to continue to 
partner with us to promote student learning. 
One example of this has been the Building  
a Learning Community sessions that  
have been run once each term in 2017.   
The following learning themes were explored 
this year:  

> ICT 
 Using digital technologies and online  
 spaces to learn 

>  Learning Conversations  
 Setting learning goals and being part  
 of a learning conversation

>  What Makes a Successful Learner  
 Exploring grit and a growth mindset

These sessions have been well-attended  
and we look forward to continue building 
and exploring more educational priorities  
as a learning community in 2018.

2017 also saw the school secure an ICT grant 
of $5,000. This money was then used to buy 
some hardware and robotics to assist the 
students in learning about coding. These 
have been well utilised in ICT but also across 
many other areas of our curriculum including 
Maths, English and Inquiry.

As proud and passionate members of the 
local community, St Pius X Primary School 
teamed with the Kid’s Thrive team to  
implement KiC’Arts, an Inquiry based  
approach to learning. Working in conjunction 
with Banyule residents, local businesses and 
council, the students inquired into issues 
faced by residents in the Heidelberg West  
community. They then stood and advocated 
for their issue and presented to the wider 
Banyule community on 21 September  
at the Banyule Community Health Centre.

AT ST PIUS X, WE HAVE

BE ATTITUDES!
EARLY YEARS LEARNING
“An education capable of saving humanity  
is no small undertaking; it involves the 
spiritual development of man, the  
enhancement of his value as an individual, 
and the preparation of young people to 
understand the times in which they live.” 
(Education and Peace)

These words from Maria Montessori remind 
us of the work that is undertaken in our 
own Catholic Community that supports the 
development of the whole person. Prior to 
formal schooling we know that a great deal 
of education has already taken place in the 
early years within families and communities, 
both formally and informally.

At St Pius X, in conjunction with the support 
of the parish, we have introduced a number 
of programs to provide spaces of learning 
and development for the youngest in our 
community. 

We have two rooms equipped with the 
resources and expertise of Montessori  
Education. The Montessori Playgroup is  
for families with 0-3 year old children.  

It has low shelves with materials specific to 
their developmental needs. Parade College 
have partnered with us to build wooden 
furniture with chairs and washing up shelves; 
perfect for developing independence at  
this age. 

The other Montessori room is for children 
3-5 years. Sharmaine, our Montessori-trained 
director, introduces the materials and  
activities to the children which they are then 
free to use as they understand their purpose. 
The Montessori materials and presentations 
given are directed toward helping the child 
to be able to help themselves. They support 
their development with gross and fine motor 
skills building concentration and controlled 
movement. The materials are attractive and 
well ordered and made from natural materials. 

We also have an outdoor space, which  
we are developing with the support  
of students at Melbourne Polytechnic,  
who will be making outdoor furniture and  
equipment for us. Working with secondary 
school and institutes of further education  
is a continuation of the bigger picture  
of education. 

The Montessori groups operate on a  
Tuesday morning. Our hope is to expand the 
program in future years. These Montessori 
groups have come out of the Montessori 
Philosophy that undergirds the work of the 
Catechises of the Good Shepherd, which  
has been at the school since 2011 and forms 
part of our Religious Education program.

The Parish Playgroup, on Wednesday  
mornings, has also been going for a  
number of years and provides a space for  
preschoolers and their parents/caregivers  
to enjoy time together with other families  
in the area.
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We take time to think about what our attitude should be.  
We shine together as a community when we have  
positive attitude and a growth mindset – this is the  
greatest gift and learning we give to our children for  
their development, wellbeing and life-long happiness.

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP GROUP
Shani, Ishnoor, Ruby and Nakita

“Our job is to plan community events  
for everyone, we want them to be fun and 
everyone can help the community too.”

ICT LEADERSHIP GROUP
Estella, Josephine, Zane and Jake

“Our job is to make sure that all  
technology is not damaged, working  
well and in order. We help the younger 
students learning to use ICT.”

SUSTAINABILITY
Batoule, Anna, Amy, Tiah and Deepak

“We keep the school clean! We love our 
beautiful, green space to work and play in.”

SPORTS LEADERSHIP GROUP
Jesse, Caitlyn, Lexie and Jayde

“We organise lots of exciting fun  
sports activities with lots of variety,  
like yoga, skipping, bike riding, and mini 
competitions we can all enjoy together.”

LEADERSHIP GROUP
William, Jake, Luca, Zane and Immanuel

“Our job is to gather suggestions and  
try our hardest to make changes around 
the school area.”

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR YEAR 5 & 6 
SCHOOL LEADERS
We take great pride in encouraging 
and developing our senior students in 
leadership. Year 5/6 are important years 
for these young people to explore and 
discover their natural abilities as leaders, 
and further develop skills that prepare 
them for secondary schooling and future 
leadership aspirations.

SPORTS HOUSE LEADERS

SARTO – Zane, Jesse, Jayde,  
Nakita and Tiah

MAHER – Batoule, Immannuel,  
Caitlyn and Deepak

BRENDA – Ishnoor, Shani and Ruby
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The surrounding environment of  
St Pius X has a rich history; not only is 
it on the land of the traditional owners, 
the Wurundjeri people, but also it is 
home of the Darebin Creek, Yingabeal 
scar Tree, Heidi art school and gallery, 
as well as the world well known  
Heidelberg school of Impressionist  
Australian artists and the Olympic  
Village which housed the athletes in 
1956, and of course the founding of  
St Pius x parish and school in 1954.

In the Visual Arts program the whole 
school has been studying the Heidelberg 
School of Art, due to the fact that  
there was an 40th year anniversary  
of the Heidelberg School artists trail  
celebratory exhibition conducted by  
our local Banyule Council member  
Jenny Macklin MP, Federal Member 
for Jagajaga. The students’ artworks 
consisted of mixed media drawings, 
watercolour paintings, along with a  
tree sculpture hung with the students’ 
miniature landscapes.

On Friday 26 May, Jenny Macklin visited  
St Pius X to present art awards and  
prizes to our young artists. We were  
so proud of our young artists who were 
successful in the competition. Patrick 
Stone won first prize, Tiah Hayes and 
Darra Hayes both won the Smike  
Encouragement Award.

An independent art curator judged  
the work from school entries in the 
local area and commented that he was 
impressed with the high standard of  
our St Pius X artists’ landscapes. It was  
an art trifecta to the Hayes family, who 
this year also had Yani Hayes win the 
Melbourne Archbishop’s, award at the 
CEM exhibition.

On Friday 25 August at 6pm, we at  
St Pius X Catholic Primary School  
celebrated our 2017 inaugural art 
exhibition at the school. The exhibition 
titled, WATCH, GROW & SHINE  
– THE NATURE OF SEASONS by the 
students of St Pius X, included paintings, 
drawings, collages, textile works,  
sculptures and four large impressive 
banners hanging from the ceiling  
representing the collaborative work  
of all the students on their definition  
of the elements of each season!

Our exhibition artworks were created  
to honour and celebrate the 40th  
anniversary of the Heidelberg School 
artists trail, Vincent van Gogh’s recent 
exhibition titled Seasons, David  
Hockney’s NGV Current show, the  
Turbulence exhibition at the local  
Hatch Gallery and our school’s local 
historical landscape.

The young artists of St Pius X have 
worked consistently since the beginning 
of the year to create the large body 
of work displayed that focused on the 
elements of the local environment and 
seasonal changes. The students used 
their skills, imagination and knowledge 
to create all of the art works that
were viewed at the exhibition.

I want to thank all our budding young 
artists who are teaching and inspiring  
us every day. They have collaborated  
together to create such a magnificent 
and proficient exhibition of celebration 
and vibrancy of our natural world both 
close to us and further away, inspired  
by our worldly art neighbours who  
cherish and care about the unity of  
our environment.

Wonda Ball 
Visual Arts teacher

WATCH, GROW & SHINE
THE NATURE OF SEASONS

BY THE STUDENTS OF ST PIUS X
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Throughout 2017, we have been focusing  
on a number of ways of integrating digital  

technologies into our classroom curriculum.

SCRATCH JUNIOR
Scratch Junior is a programming /coding App, 
allowing two characters to move and have 
a conversation with each other. Students 
were developing their programming skills to 
devise a solution to the problem of creating 
two characters having a conversation and 
using Scratch Junior to run their code.  
This eventually led to students creating their 
own narrative or recount using the coding 
tools of the App.

PROGRAMMING BEE BOTS
As part of the classroom Inquiry Unit,  
students have been learning about places  
in Australia and we used the Beebot  
programmable robots to navigate from  
one city to another on our class floor. 

Students wrote an algorithm to program 
into the bots to send them around Australia.
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AND STEM IN THE CLASSROOM

PAINTING IN SEESAW
Our online portfolio App called Seesaw  
had the students independently capturing 
their learning in photographic, drawing and 
recording modes to outline the progress 
made in their set tasks.

OZOBOTS ROBOTICS
The students were learning a colour  
method of coding and robotics.  
They used the Ozobots to program a colour 
coded course along paper using colour  
programming/coding to move the Ozobots. 

The colour codes they produced as an  
algorithm allowed the bot to follow a  
certain course and behave in certain ways. 

MAKEY MAKEY CIRCUIT
BOARD
Students have been familiarising themselves 
with the Makey Makey device which  
connects the laptop/computer to the device 
which then in turn allows us, through 
wiring, to connect to people-objects-paper 
controllers. We have used the device in the 
skills phase to play pianos and bongos on the 
computer but are working toward the device 
running our Scratch-programmed games.

We designed a controller from paper, card, 
foil, etc., to make a virtual controller like an 
Xbox-Wii controller to run the game through 
the Makey.
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“I can CODE and I can program Bots  
around Australia! I can paint too!”

FOODWEB EDUCATION
ORANGES, LORIKEETS AND FUNGI

2017 in the Food Forest Garden 
with Foodweb Education.

It’s been a busy year for the Foodweb  
Education program at St Pius X. The kids 
have been gardening, cooking and mastering 
ecological principles along the way.  
The garden has been keeping us all on our 
toes, with ever changing tasks and some 
surprises too. 

We have moved our veggie garden into 
the orchard to create a mixed-use space 
that will now be known as the Food Forest 
Garden. We also have a new fence and arch 
ways that will increase our yields by utilising 
vertical growing space and excluding the 
chooks. The kids have worked hard – moving 
soil and mulch and planting out new areas, 
building garden beds, moving the compost 
bins, establishing a worm farm, weeding, 
feeding the chooks and of course, harvesting 
the produce. 

The Preps have been learning about the life 
cycle of plants and how the tiny creatures 
in the garden are our helpers. The 1/2s have 
been learning about the water cycle and 
energy transfer in food chains. The 3/4s have 
been learning about the rock cycle, the  
carbon cycle and why fungi is so important, 
and the 5/6s have been learning about  
systems and how to design a garden. 

Our garden is an integrated system, which 
means it is home to more than just our  
food. So this year, we have enjoyed a lot  
of green vegetables, our first oranges and 
pomegranates and we have also been  
surprised by some ringtail possums taste 
testing our figs, a baby lorikeet that needed 
to be rescued and some strange fungi  
we found in the worm farm. Come and  
check out our garden anytime. We would  
love to show you around.

Isobelle Harper

GARDENING AT ST PIUS X

“In gardening, we cook food like  
pancakes, using things we grow in  

the garden. We grow things like 
strawberries and potatoes, and we 

learn to look after the garden so 
everything will grow. I like chickens. 
They have different names like Tiny 
and Speedy. They are very playful. 

We all know how to look after  
our gardens.”

by Christopher

KiC’Arts
The 3/4 and 5/6 classes at St Pius X  
throughout Terms 2 and 3, successfully  
prepared and organised a community  
advocacy for change inquiry, in partnership 
with Kids Thrive. The event KiC’Arts  
performed on September 21 at Banyule 
Community Health Centre. KiC’Arts is a  
child-led community change program  
resulting in art work and performances  
that concentrate on a particular value focus. 
The children formed 4 groups: the 3/4  
Cultural Ninjas team focussed on  
cultural respect and sharing, the 3/4  
Recycalinos team focussed on recycling, 
reusing and re-homing, the 5/6 Save the  
Earth team focussed on awareness of  
plastic's effect on the environment and  
the 5/6 Includers focussed on Diversity  
and Inclusion in Heidelberg West. 

Performance-maker Alex Walker and  
photographer, Carla Gottgens from  
organisation Kids Thrive, worked with the 
kids each Tuesday to develop their skills  
in arts philanthropy. First they learnt about 
their capacity to be catalysts for change 
in their community; they honed skills in 
identifying handy people, doing research 
through conversation, making phone calls 
to potential community partners, running 
interviews and lots more. Once community 
partners were secured, the art making got 
underway with each group devising a project 
that would help spread light on the issue at 
hand. Our amazing community partners who 
worked with the kids are Roger from the 
Salt Foundation, Suzanne Crellin from 3081 
Angels, Pete from Friends of Darebin Creek, 
and India from the Social Planning and  
Community Team at Banyule City Council. 

We witnessed the kids grow exponentially 
over the weeks! Seeing their ownership over 
these projects was a thrilling experience  
and we loved how much they steered the 
ship and realised their power to effect 
change around them. A big thanks to  
brilliant St Pius X teachers Laura and  
Christine, for being on this special journey 
with us! The project was a great chance for 
everyone to learn more about the issues that 
need our attention in the community and to 
celebrate the kids who are passionate about 
creating good change!

Alex Walker

DAREBIN CREEK 
LITTER PROJECT
For the last couple of months, I have been 
working with St Pius X Year 5/6 students on 
a campaign to raise awareness about the 
problem of discarded litter on our waterways 
and bay, particularly plastic bags.

The Plastic Bags group from Ms Reed’s Year 
5/6 class was led by photographer/artist 
Carla, who helped develop the group’s ideas. 
Students used discarded materials including 
plastic bags to make animals found in the 
creek that would be affected by litter.  
These included platypus and dragonfly larva. 
Other ideas included a ‘drain monster’ that 
was fed-up with all the litter going into its 
‘mouth’. Many great ideas came out of the 
sessions. The next step was to photograph 
them the litter art along with some smart 
slogans and to have the pictures printed up 
on stickers that would be put around drains. 
This will remind everyone that a lot of the 
rubbish dropped on the ground ends up in 
the creek, and affects the many animals  
that live there.

It was great to see the Year 5/6 students 
displaying such creativity and teamwork.

Peter Grenfell 
Darebin Creek Management Team

by Ishveer and   
     Benjamin

“Gardening! This term we went  
to Gardening with Bella. We had  
a wonderful time at Gardening.  
The best thing about Gardening  
is cooking and finding worms!”



Batoule

“I love how St Pius X includes us in so many 
public activities outside of school. I’m so 
thankful about how St Pius X has already 
introduced me to many small things that are 
important for Secondary school (such as our 
school diaries). St Pius X has helped me in so 
many ways such as using different electronic 
devices, interacting and working with other 
teachers, students and schools!”

Deepak

“I love St Pius X because I like to play in  
the playground with my friends. I like playing 
cricket and basketball. I came to Australia  
in December, 2016, and the school made  
it easy to learn English.

I feel better because I have friends to talk to. 
 I like excursions and I like having a prep  
buddy. My favourite subjects are maths and 
reading groups.

I like coming to St Pius X!”

Ruby

“Since I started here at St Pius X in Prep, I have 
really noticed the way the students here work 
so well together as a team to get things done. 
There are so many activities here to enjoy, like 
reading club and our specialist programs such 
as Visual Arts and Italian. I am super thankful 
for all the things that the teachers do to make 
our learning as fun and enjoyable as they can. 
It makes it easier to learn new things. Being at 
St Pius X has helped me become a team-player 
and work better with other students. During 
my time here, I have met and made new 
friends, learnt different skills and learning 
techniques – all of which I will remember and 
treasure for the rest of my life. Thank you so 
much to everyone here and in our community 
that have made my years here so memorable 
and exciting.”

Zane

“What I love about St Pius X are the  
students because they are friendly, fair and  
approachable. I like doing maths even if it is 
hard it can be really fun once you get used to it.

I’m thankful for going to St Pius X. I had a lot 
of fun here, but I can’t wait to go to Secondary 
school. I will miss my friends but hopefully we 
will still contact each other.”

Immanuel

“I love St Pius X because of all the equipment 
and friendly students. We have great teachers 
and learning opportunities at St Pius X. What 
I loved most here were the friends that I made 
throughout the years. The friends that I made 
were, and still are, very loyal and kind to me.  

When I first came to this school on April 16 in 
2013. I was not very confident on the first day, 
but luckily I had caring students to look after 
me and show me around. I am thankful for the 
teachers for teaching me all I need to know to 
be successful in the future. St Pius X has helped 
me learn to choose the right choices and to 
never give up. I will never forget St Pius X. 

St Pius X has helped me in so many ways.  
When I leave St Pius X, I will leave it knowing 
that I am very prepared for Secondary school.  
I am looking forward to smashing Secondary 
school ! I will miss St Pius X!”

Shani

“I love the environment at St Pius X it is just 
really friendly I’ve made so many memorable 
friends that I hope I can stay in touch with after 
I finish. I also love the sports programs. They 
are taught by real professionals and in term 
four we get to go swimming which all ways 
cools me down in the summer and is fun to 
swim around!

I’m thankful for all the extra-curricular  
activities such as Italian, Art, Performing Arts 
and sport day. I’m especially thankful for sport 
day because there are three teams and I got 
sorted into the best team Brenda!

St Pius X has helped me with my maths by 
teaching me how to add, subtract, multiply 
and divide.”

Jesse

“I have been at this school since Prep. St Pius X 
has made it easy to learn and also to have fun 
at school. St Pius X has shown me many ways 
to learn and to work, like now we have laptops 
and computers to use, we still have books to 
write on and to read. We also have learning 
groups so we can work with each other and 
also to communicate with people we usually 
don’t talk to. When I come to St Pius X 
 every day of the week I’m always excited to 
go, because everyday I learn new things and 
have new memories that I will remember.  
I also love the friends I have at school because 
there always there for me when I need it, the 
playgrounds that we have, the equipment that 
the school provides us with, the teachers and 
the events that we do.”

Caitlyn

“What I love about St Pius X is that it is a caring 
school and they accept everything about you. 
The other students are kind and especially the 
staff they work so hard for each student to 
have a great education. When I first came to 
the school I was very shy. I came when I was  
in Year 3 just at the end of term. I didn’t start 
Prep like the other students at the school did. 

After a few weeks, I made friends they were  
all so nice to me it was like we knew each other 
forever. I am really thankful that my parents 
suggested this school. I have a lot of strong 
memories with other students. St Pius X has 
helped me to build courage in life, to always 
know that you learn from your mistakes and 
that anything is possible. I have enjoyed my 
four years at this school. Sometimes I wish  
I didn’t have to leave, but life is life and I will 
never forget any of my memories.”

Jayde

“I love St Pius X because all the children are 
nice and they will help everyone, no matter 
who they are – even if they are Prep up to  
Year 6. I also love that we have chickens, and 
the 5/6’s are the ones who look after them the 
most. At St Pius X, nobody is mean to anyone, 
no matter who the are. We do not bully people 
about what colour their skin is or what religion 
they follow. The staff at St Pius X are very nice 
and they will help you when you need it.  
They stay at your level of learning until you  
are ready to move up to the next.”

Nakita

“I love that at St Pius X, if you are bullied the 
teachers will deal with it and let you feel  
better about yourself. We are also not  
bystanders. Here we have chickens to play with 
and play equipment as well. I am thankful for 
the friends that I made at St Pius X, they are  
always there to talk to. I am also thankful for 
the chickens that we have they are a great 
way to learn about responsibility. St Pius X 
has helped me learn by letting me do hands 
on work and have people and teachers being 
there to help me if I need it.”

Ishnoor

“I love St Pius X. It is incredibly unique because 
I like the way everyone looks out for each  
other and expresses their feelings. The best 
thing about St Pius X is everyone support each  
other and help them to be the best that they 
can be. I learned lots of new skills which made 
me a  successful learner. At St Pius X, learning 
is always fun and enjoyable. There are lots  
of  activities that I like. Art, Performing Arts,  
Reading club and Italian – they all are my  
favourite activities. I’m thankful for the  
teachers they have made me a better learner 
and  taught me new things which will help me 
in the future. The teachers have also made 
learning fun and exciting. St Pius X has helped 
me become an independent learner and a 
good role model. At St Pius X, I have made  
so many special friends and memories that  
I will never forget.”
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Our Buddy Program ensures our children feel safe and happy at school.

The Year 5/6 children love looking after their little buddies helping them transition into school life. The relationships and trust the  
children build with each other is delightful and leads to friendships that continue throughout their primary school journey together.
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IS THE KEY AT ST PIUS X
WELLBEING
Eamon

“I like the chickens, buddy time and my  
friends. I like coming to school and  I like 
 writing, reading and maths. I like doing yoga 
and playing on the playground. I like sliding  
and playing tiggy with my friends in the  
playground. I learned you have to try hard.”

Mohammed

“At St Pius X I like to play with my friends,  
I like my teachers because they’re friendly 
and playful and I like to play on the iPads and 
computers. St Pius X has taught me to play 
safely with each other, I have improved on my 
reading and I’m good at computers because  
of ICT sessions at class. Being a good learner 
you have to concentrate, work hard, complete 
the work and be responsible.”

Lyon

“I like to play games at recess with my friends. 
I also like St Pius X because of the students and 
teachers. My strongest reason why I like  
St Pius X is because of the learning. I have 
learned how to read and add in maths.  
I learned how to make good friends and good 
choices. I have also learned to be kind to 
others. To be a good learner I have learned to 
listen and stay on task. I have to sit up straight 
to be a good learner.”

Leilani

“At my school I love my buddies because they 
are so nice and caring and also I  like the word 
wall  because it has words. This year I have 
learned about clocks because they help me in 
my learning and also I have about what Jesus 
made. I know that learning is fun because you 
can write things and learn.”

Danny

“I like St Pius X because we do yoga and  
I have kind friends. We sing, learn maths,  
pray and play outside with friends. Also I have  
learnt useful things like maths and spelling.  
This year I have learned how to read, now I can 
read a book all by myself and I have learned 
about plants.”

Hamish

“What I like about the school is it’s fun to play 
with my friends, I love learning new things,  
I love spending time with my buddies because 
they are so nice, and caring. I have learnt 
about time and clocks, days of the week, 
months, numbers and the alphabet. I am  
learning about Melbourne. I am also learning 
how to use computers and I am always  
learning to spell and sound out words.”

Keedon

“At St Pius X, I love that everyone is loving and 
caring towards other kids in the classroom  
and out on the playground. I am thankful for 
my teacher and for all my friends in my class.  
At St Pius X, everyone is nice so I feel like that’s 
helped me since it was a suitable environment 
for me to learn.”

Lily

“At school I like Reading, because I get to 
find out new things. I also like the chickens, 
because they are so cute! In yoga I like to learn 
different animal poses. This year at school  
I have learnt how to write. I have also learnt 
how to paint and draw in art. I know that it is 
important to listen to my teachers when I am 
learning, because then I can know what I am 
doing and learn better. You can listen to the 
teacher by putting your hand up to answer 
questions, and not being silly in class.”

Hevani

“Hi my name is Hevani. I like maths and I also 
like singing. My favourite part of school is 
playing with my friends. I have learned a lot 
of maths this year. I have also learned a lot in 
writing. I know that you need to know how to 
count in maths. It is important listen to your 
teachers to learn. You need to know that in 
writing you need to learn to pronounce words 
and sound them out.

That’s why I love St Pius X!”

Georgia

“I like that we do writing, I like the friends at 
school, I like playing in the sandpit, I like the 
chickens we have at school, I like the buddy 
program, I also like having computers and 
iPads.

I learned how to read and write. I learned how 
to spell my name, I learned how to play fairly 
with my friends, I learned how to count and do 
addition.

I learn by listening, sharing, practicing and  
by doing hands on work.”

Olaf

“At school I enjoy singing, learning, playing 
with my friends. The teachers are good and  
I like drawing/art, music, going to the church 
and the playground I have learnt about  
reading, writing, maths, drawing and about 
Uluru. In Art we have been making pictures. 
You can learn things by counting in maths and 
listening to teachers.”

Avkirat

“At St Pius X I like how everybody is caring 
for each other. This year I have learnt to write 
and read. I know learning is good, you have to 
listen and  read to learn.”

Manjot

“I like to play with the chickens and I like to 
play games. This year I have learnt how to 
count and to write. I have learnt that learning 
is very important.”

Jannali

“At St Pius I like playing with my friends.  
At my school I like all the teachers. I like doing 
my work at school like maths. I like my buddies 
at my school. At my school the teachers make 
learning fun and I like that. At my school  
I have learnt the alphabet and to count 10.  
I have learnt how to speak a little bit of Italian. 
 I loved doing PMP. To be a good learner,  
I have to listen to the teacher, pay attention 
and finish my work on time.”
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CHICKENS AT THE 
ROYAL MELBOURNE SHOW
Schools Poultry Competition

During the holidays our school chickens 
competed in the Royal Melbourne Show. 

It was a nerve-racking wait. Some of 
the children from the school went to 
the show and they couldn’t wait to see 
what place the chickens came. When 
we came back to school for Term 4, we 
were so proud of our chickens. And guess 
what? They came first! We received three 
ribbons. 

FIRST PLACE – Hy-line Brown commercial 
layers project (Primary School section)

THIRD PLACE – Hy-line Brown  
commercial layers eggs (Primary School 
section)

OVERALL WINNER – Hy-line Brown 
commercial layers egg laying competition 
(Primary School section) 

We created a poster of our chickens.  
This poster had pictures of students, 
chickens and the eggs. This was a very 
colourful poster with lots of details,  
so I guess that’s why it got first prize.  
Our chickens came first for the most laid 
eggs in the competition, with a total of  
24 eggs, which awarded us the 2017 Royal 
Melbourne Show Champions. We are so 
happy we have chickens at our school!

Caitlyn and Jayde

SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVES 
COUNCIL (SRC)
Congratulations to Caitlyn, William, 
Simon, Erica, Tillie and John – our elected 
2017 School Representatives Council. 

They have been involved in lots of 
important and fun initiatives throughout 
the year to improve the school and its 
environment. Each week classes held a 
meeting to ensure all students get to  
have their say. Some important activities 
undertaken were: Clean Up Australia 
Day: student’s cleaned up around the 
school and local neighbourhood, NUDE 
FOOD Day: no packaging brought to 
school on that day; Ride 2 School Day: 
breakfast at school and Sports Day  
at Parade College.

A VISIT TO THE  
VICTORIAN OPERA
I’m so tired! But I just can’t get to sleep!” 
The princess exclaimed. I took a sip of my 
water with my eyes glued to the stage.  
I was at the Victorian Opera with my 5/6 
teacher, Ms Martin and my school friends 
– Erica, Noor, Lexie, Caitlyn, Amy and Zak. 

We were watching the princess and the 
pea and it was being sung in German. 
Though it was sung in German, there was 
a lot of miming, so I could understand the 
story. It was a Saturday 25 March and it 
had been the best Saturday so far. We had 
been to Sugar Station and Tower Sushi to 
get snacks and lunch for those who had 
not eaten yet! Although I had heard the 
Mentos calling my name, I decided  
to ignore it. There was a huge cardboard 
TV on the stage and the actors were 
going on and off the TV while others were 
holding movie making sheets and filming 
with fake cameras. I think that besides 
showing the princess and the pea, they 
also wanted us to see what it was like 
when movie producers made a movie. 
They acted it out in a cardboard TV to 
make it humorous! The moral of the story 
was “never judge a book by its cover!” 
When the princess and the pea had  
finished, Ms Martin bought us some  
icecream! After eating our icecream,  
we took the train back to Heidelberg 
station, where our parents were waiting. 
It was my first time going to an opera!

Thank you Ms Martin for your time  
and arranging this top of the world  
experience! Thank you also to Caitlyn’s 
big sister, Karina, and Lexie’s big sister, 
Charlotte, for coming to help look after us. 
I think they enjoyed the production also. 

PS: A special thank you to Nichole O’Duffy 
(CRM & Ticketing Executive, Victorian 
Opera) and Nandini Bose (Office Manager 
of Kids Thrive) for giving the students of 
St Pius X Primary School the opportunity 
to attend this Opera.

Estella (5/6)

BOOK WEEK CELEBRATIONS
What fun was had by all! Thank you to 
Julie Zaar our Religious Education Leader 
for embracing the Book week dress up. 
Julie dressed as a Dwarf from Lord of the 
Rings and fiercely greeted everyone to the 
Father’s Day Breakfast as well as staying 
in character throughout the day, finishing 
with farewelling families at dismissal. 
The Book Week celebrations certainly 
make a difference to how we celebrated 
the Father’s Day breakfast as we  
encouraged everyone to have fun being 
in character moving to super hero music 
themes. The theme for Book Week this 
year was ‘Escape to Anywhere’, resulting 
in many children and staff dressing up as 
super-hero characters. The day included  
a Book Week Parade, Book Week art  
activities, finishing the day with sharing  
a Book Week food and Disco. Thank you 
to all who contributes to making the  
day very enjoyable – it is always good  
to celebrate and have fun together!
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INDIGENOUS CULTURE CLUB
Thank you to Nakia Cadd. Nakia’s role  
is to support the Australian Torres Strait  
Islander (ATSI) students within the  
classroom to develop literacy and numeracy 
skills and to run Culture Club. Through  
Culture Club the children learn Aboriginal 
culture and identity. St Pius X has a close 
partnership with Parade College to  
proactively promote a ‘kinship’ between the 
younger and older students.  The children 
always look forward to visits from Aunty 
Delsie.

Culture Club is so fun we learnt different 
things about Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. We sing songs, dance and 
colour in native Australian animals. Our 
teacher Nakia knows a lot and helps us to 
learn more about our culture. Nakia lets us 
‘drive’ our learning so we get to learn about 
the parts of our culture that we are most  
interested in. We also get a chance to do 
some painting in the art room in the same 
style as our elders. We love Culture Club  
because we get to know more about  
ourselves!

Tiah and Jake

Every Friday Nakia runs a culture club so  
the Aboriginal students can learn about  
their culture. We sing Tabinana and play  
the clapsticks. This is an Aboriginal song in  
aboriginal language by the Wiggles. Nakia 
tells us Dreamtime stories and teaches us 
dances. We also painted our faces with white 
face because this is a part of our culture. 

Jonah and Tiana

LONG WALK
The ‘Walk the Talk’ Project was made up  
of a series of health promoting activities, 
to include and benefit the whole school. 
Healthy schools Banyule coordinated  
the exchange of information and altering 
activities and events for a common  
purpose – creating a health promoting 
school environment that is inclusive of  
its community.

St Pius X has a rich connection to their  
Indigenous students, and Banyule  
Community Health to the local Aboriginal 
community, so it made sense to work  
together with St Pius X. This helped raise 
awareness, and how teachers and interested 
community members, could promote  
understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people, history, culture and issues.

HEALTHY SCHOOLS  
PROGRAM
The program was an effective, healthy  
settings initiative, as it involved joint  
activities and goals – through shared  
understanding and a willingness to share 
resources, ideas, and influence to fulfil the 
activities. There was a commitment from 
many partners to be involved in an area  
of interest and relevance to school activities 
and goals, in ways that were meaningful to 
address the common health related issues.

Achievement Program Health benchmarks 
addressed throughout this activity included:

> Safe Environments
> Physical Health
> Mental Health
> Healthy Eating     

“Kids are a lot more connected to local   
area. We walk and catch public transport   
as much as possible to encourage kids  
to connect and build knowledge of the   
neighbourhood.”

“Kids are more involved in local advocacy  
work with Darebin Creek Management  
team, Indigenous culture, litter campaign  
and community events.”

“Over the years of the Healthy School  
Partnership with Banyule Community   
Health, the practices have become so  
embedded it is just part a of what we  
now do.”

FIRE CARRIERS
Friends Igniting Reconciliation 
through Education

Congratulations to our 2017 Fire Carriers: 
Zak, Amy, Lexi, Josephine and Estella. 

The Commissioning Ceremony involved the 
2016 Fire Carriers, now in Year 6, passing  
the flame and covenant on to the new  
Fire Carriers in Year 5. To be a Fire Carrier  
is to exercise an important role in the  
school community. Fire Carriers are  
Indigenous students who share a passion  
for learning about Aboriginal culture,  
history and are committed to sharing this  
knowledge and promoting Reconciliation 
within and beyond the school community. 
The Fire Carriers program works in  
partnership with Aboriginal Catholic  
Ministry, Yingadi Aboriginal Corporation  
and the Christian Brothers Oceania Province 
to support the Open Doors Foundation.

TOURNAMENT OF MINDS
On Saturday 26 August, there was  
something going on at La Trobe University. 

Tournament of Minds!

Tournament of Minds is a challenge to solve 
problems as a team with a lot of strict rules. 
Congratulations to Neve, Milly, Noor, Erica, 
Erin, Robert and Simon, who successfully 
worked together through the Spontaneous 
Challenge. The team made the costumes  
and props themselves and overall had a 
great time!
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SILKWORMS
Brother Barry purchased Silkworms for the  
children to enjoy and to learn about the  
life cycle of a Silkworm. He has made up  
a box for each classroom. The children were 
fascinated with Brother Barry’s presentation,  
as they listened carefully to the information 
and watched the demonstration of how  
to care for the worms. Throughout Term 1, 
the children reporting on the process  
of caring for the worms and their growth.  
Fresh leaves were collected every day from  
the mulberry bush in our orchard. Everyone 
was very excited when the worms spun 
their cocoons and then hatched a number 
of weeks later as moths. Our moths did not 
lay any eggs. We look forward to better luck 
next year when we will try again!

 
Year 5/6 silkworms WOW! 5/6 has a moth!  
A few weeks into Term 1, Brother Barry  
presented each class with 5 silkworms.  
In 5/6, we had different monitors to change 
the box each day. The monitors changed 
each week. Unfortunately, all of our worms 
died except two (R.I.P. silkworms). The fatter 
one cocooned and the other one is slowly 
growing larger. And surprise! As the class 
lifted the lid of the box, we were shocked to 
find one little moth! It is a great experience 
having class pets and watching them grow. 

Ruby 5/6

READING CLUB
Great to see so many of our children  
attending Reading Club. Thank you to our 
wonderful dedicated volunteers who take 
time to nurture our children in the love of 
reading. The children enjoy one on one time 
reading with a caring and supportive adult 
as well as listening to stories read in small 
groups. Reading is a such a valuable gift  
– and our Reading Club provides the  
opportunity for all children to join in.  
And for Parents: Parent-child book reading  
is one of the most important investments 
that parents make in their children’s  
language, literacy and lifelong learning.  
Regular reading to children and access to 
books is an essential component of a  
stimulating home learning environment. 
Shared book reading promotes oral language 
and provides developmental bridging from 
oral language to literacy.  

Thank you to our Secondary School  
buddies who read with us every week:
Catholic Ladies College, Loyola College  
and Our Lady of Mercy College.

Jo Audley (co-ordinator)

HARMONY DAY
The message of Harmony Day is Everyone 
Belongs. It is a day to celebrate Australia’s 
diversity. It is a day of cultural respect for 
everyone who calls Australia home – from 
the traditional owners of this land to those 
who have come from many countries around 
the world. 

“Harmony Day, on 21 March, some belly 
dancers came to our school. They showed us 
some dances. After that, we were split into 
two groups, one was doing dancing and the 
other was doing drumming. We learnt how  
to play the drum and do some belly dances. 
We learnt these dances to celebrate  
different cultures. The dancers were from 
Egypt and the drummer was Turkish.  
We liked the drumming the best because  
it was fun to learn music.”

Remus & Alexander

HOMEWORK CLUB
St Pius X Primary School is working in 
partnership with Marcellin College to provide 
support for students learning. The Marcellin 
students provide ‘big buddy’ support in  
completing homework tasks especially  
in developing the students’ skills in using 
Google Classroom. This is an opportunity  
for cross-age tutoring, mentoring and  
friendship building.

MELBOURNE INTERNATIONAL 
FLOWER AND GARDEN SHOW
Immerse your senses

Our children created and cared for  
flowering baskets and entered into the  
2017 Melbourne International Flower  
and Garden Show at the Royal Exhibition 
Buildings and Carlton Gardens.

Thank you to Brother Barry for his  
continued enthusiasm and care in providing  
experiences and opportunities for our  
children to learn and develop an interest  
in gardening and an appreciation  
of the beauty of nature. 
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“St Pius X is a Community School.

I feel safe.

I have people to help me

and l know what to do to learn.”

Stephen Elder 
Executive Director

EASTERN REGIONAL OFFICE 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION MELBOURNE 
Marwin Austerberry 
Regional General Manager

DELSIE LILLYST 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islanders Officer, 
Catholic Education Melbourne

CR. CRAIG LANGDON 
MAYOR CR. TOM MELICAN

ANTHONY CARBINES 
State Labor Member 
for Ivanhoe in Victoria

JENNY MACKLIN 
Member for Jagajaga and  
Shadow Minister for Families  
and Social Services

Creative 
©ANTHONY BEGOVIC 
0412 238 646

APPRECIATIONS



We look forward to a rigorous learning environment,  

challenging our students to strive to thrive, by going deep  

within the learning pit, with grit and determination,  

applying effort and hard work, demonstrating persistence  

and perseverance to be the best they can be as learners  

leading the way, in community to a bright future.

ST PIUS X CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
431 WATERDALE ROAD, HEIDELBERG WEST, VICTORIA 3081

Telephone 03 9457 3776  Fax 03 9457 1036

spxhw.catholic.edu.au
St Pius X Catholic  
Primary School


